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Always With Us. 

Always with us, always with us, 
Words of cheer, and words of lore ; 

Thus the risen Saviour whispers, 
From His dwelling place above. 

With us when we toil in sadness, 
Sowing much and reaping none; 

Telling us that in the future 
Golden harvests, shall be won. 

With us when the storm is sweeping 
O'er our pathway dark and drear ; 

Waking hope within our bosoms, 
Stilling every anxious fear. 

With us in the lonely valley, 
When we cross the chilling stream ; 

Lighting up the steps to glory, 
With salvation's radiant beam. 

— Bbl. 


Some Detects of the Spiritual Vision, 


HV V. M. BfclCHABD. 

Astiqmatism— This is a very jwculiar and at 
times obscure affection. It consists in a defect in 
the front part ol the eye — the cornea — the part of 
the eye which bulges forward. It is, we might say, 
an irregularity of the bulge. The result is in two 
words 'crooked seeing.' A person so affected will 
see the lines which are horizontal and not those 
which are perpendicular or vice verafor he will see 
both the horizontal and perpendicular, and not see 
properly some which intersect a rigbtangle. There 
is such defect that a pilot, for instance, may see a 
boat and all the horizontal Btripes on it but cannot 
see the flag-staff &c ; or a man in looking at a pen- 
ciled brick house will see the stripes running one 
way and not those the other. The bouse to him 
will be penciled in stripes and not in blocks. He 
will not be able to give to any one else a correct idea 
of the house for the simple reason he cannot see it 
right himself. Is there any relief? Oh yes ! and 
first class opticians can fit such glasses as will re- 
lieve entirely, and reveal to the individual a new 
world in forms. There is this about it however 
there can be no interchange of glasses between in- 
dividuals. The glasses wbich will serve for one 
person will not do for any other; they must be 
made to order, and so ground as to suit the require 
ment of the special person. 

How much this disorder resembles that of our- 
selves ! In sin our vision is all warped and twisted 
We think we see everything in its correct shape 
and proportions, and we have no idea what it really 
looks like. We hear spiritual things are spirit- 
ually discerned 'andsay we' can see as well as any 
body else. In fact we probably pride ourselves on 
the correctness of our mental vision. Have we not 
been to College, and have we not studied this, that, 
and the other art and science ? And have we not 
acquired distinction, to a greater or less degree, for 
our clear thinking and Btrait seeing? and all the 
time we have not seen the true beauty of form of 
what we have been looking at. We are of 'those 
who having eyes see not the things which so nearly 
concern' us. Is there a remedy ? Oh yes! God Al- 
mighty will take away the hindrance; He 
will give us the proper glasses. The test is the 
same as in some other of these defects. We must 
be able to see Jesus crucified, and His bleeding 
wounds. The particular lines which are twisted 
may differ but the great I am will know what it ia. 
It may be materialism, it may be selfishness, it 
may be a love of money — the root of all evil, it 
may be personal ambition, it may be any of the 
thousand and one wills of the devil to warp and 
twist our vision, to make Jesus crucified something 
else than the Son of God, our personal Ssviour. 
God Almighty can fix all of this : How ? By the 
exercise of his supreme Omnipotence. If we really 
want our vision corrected all we have to do is to 
ask him to do it. Ask it for Jesus sake, and He 
will do it. 'Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name 
that will I do Ac' If we don't see straight it is 
our own fault. It is because we are not willing to 
see 'whosoever willeth to do my will shall know of 
my doctrine' &c. Where can we have it done ? 
Anywhere! On Pentecost there were many '.with 
one accord in one place,' and the Spirit came. 
Paul and Silas were in tha deepest cell of the prison 
praying at midnight, and He came. He came to 
many persons under many circumstances. I can- 


not imagine any circumstances which will interfere 
with the work of God in this direction *if we wnnt 
it done, ask to have it done, and are satisfied to 
have the Lord do it in His own way. The last I 
believe is the greatest hindering cause to correct 
vision. We want our sight fixed up in our own 
way. We want to know all the reasons for all that 
is done. If we are told 'to do some great thing' we 
can be satisfied with that hut if it be some rather 
new and strange thing we are apt to be as much 
surprised as were the Scribes and Pharisee*. One 
of the very first principles in correct seeing in 
spiritual Astigmatism is to look through the glasses 
God gives to you. If you will not do this you will 
never «ee the crucified One, your vision will not 
be up to the standard. 

How can they be had ? Just tor the asking. 'Ask 
and it shall be given, uato you,' Do you want apy 
thing plainer than that? When you are asking God 
fur something — are begging — yuu are just doing 
what He wants you to do. Don't you be afraid Ho 
will tire of your asking. Some of you earthly 
parents at times become tired of our asking and 
grow petulent. God Almighty never does, He 
will give unto them that ask, and from him that 
knocks he will turn not away. Will you go to Him? 
My brother I have great belief in the -power of 
prayer if we go at it in the right spirit If we 
pray properly and don'tgetsome kind of an answer 
then, there is nothing in the Christian religion. 
From my heart I pity that man who is trying to 
be a Christian in hia own strength, though his will 
power be as strong as the muscles of Hercules, he 
will fail. There is nothing in earth, hell, or heaven 
that will carry a man or woman through a Christian 
life, but the grace of God. Unless we have this 
we cannot see the Saviour of the world bleeding on 
Calvary. We will remain spiritual ABtig- 
matics as long as we live and must face eternity 
without having one cleao, correct sight of Jesus 
crucified. We must bear in mind what was said 
in the beginning— There can he no interchange of 
glasses between individuols. God Almighty alone 
can examine the spiritual eye and determine the 
extent of abnormality, and he alone can fit the 
proper spec'.acles, so long as that individual con- 
tinues to wear the glass God gives him, so long 
will there be good results. Just as soon, however, 
as he tries to wear some other mini's glasses, just 
that soon is perfect vision interrupted. The cor- 
ollary of this is equally true. Just as soon as the 
individual tries to fit hia glasses on some other 
man's nose there will be bad remilta. Hundreds 
and thousands of spiritual eyesnre ruined annually 
just in this way. Perchance A has had his vision 
corrected by the great optician, and when he meets 
B he cannot refrain from telling him what a won- 
derful thing has been done lor him. Taking him- 
self as a type of mankind, A considers that what 
has straightened him up must surely do good to B, 
so he kindly (as he thinks) proceeds to fix upon 
B's nose a duplicate of the glasses which God Al- 
mighty gave to himself alone. Right here the 
trouble commences, B meets C, repeats the process 
and so on Ad infinitum. The result is that the 
poor mortals see aa badly as ever but in a different 
way only. The mistake wob made when A gaveB 
his (A's) glasses. What be should have done was 
to send him to the same place he had been i. e, to 
God. He alone is the great optician. He alone 
can fit the wants of the individual, because He 
alone knows the wants of the individual. Oh 
brethren this is too Berioua a matter to be lightly 
dealt with. Let us beware bow we give our 
opinioiiB on matters so vital as salvation. At best 
we can have but an opinion, and this is only light 
and trifling when the immensity of eternity and 
salvation are considered. The most intensely 
sectarian individuals are those who have their 
spectacles from some man. You will hear them 
speak of 'our church,' and its founder whenever 
thev speak of religion. Let uh point them to the 
Love of God. This will never fail ; everything 
else can pass away. The original language of the 
New Testament is now obsolete, but the love 
which shines though the N. T., is as bright as on 
Bethlehem's morning. You are liable to all sorts 
of counterfeits if you take some other man's spec- 
tacles. It may seem strange, but I believe when 


God Almighty undertakes to save men and wooden. 
He uses separate and special meant for each one. 
There were many lepers, but Naman was the only 
one who was cleansed by dipping seven times in 
Jordan. There were special lines in which I needed 
strengthening. My Brothers Fahrney, or Jerrold, 
or McFaden needed something else and they got it. 
It would have boen utterly ridiculous for me to try 
to say anything to Bro. McFaden, for insance to 
prove the divinity of Jesus. He probably never 
doubted it. God knew what I needed and He gave 
it. He knew what Bro. McFaden needed, and He 
gave it to him. And He will give it to any 
brother or any sister who goes to Him. If God 
does not give strength, and light, and consolation 
when we need it ; if Jesus is not a personal Savior, 
and we cannot know that our wants are supplied 
when we go to Him, then their God is no more a 
Father than a wooden "mage worshipped by the 
heathen. What I would like is to be able to con- 
vince everyone who reads this, that God hears our 
prayers, and mote important that He answers 
tbem, juat ae plainly as our earthly friends do. If 
we don't get an answer it 1b our own fault If you 
are hundreds of miles away from your friends you 
would all say, it is utterly out of the question that 
you could talk with them ; that they could hear 
you and receive an answer. So with God Al- 
mighty. It we are away off from Him — have 
built up a terribly thick wall between us of malice, 
backbiting, evil speaking, bad temper, greed of 
money etc, of course we cannot talk with Him. 
Just you pull down your walls however, and live 
right up close to him, so close that you can hear 
the beating of His mighty heart and feel the thrill 
of its pulsations, and you will get such answerB to 
your prayers as will entirely satisfy. If we live 
so, there will be no astigmatics in the churches, 
and we can point sinners to that God-man who 
died that we might all have the defectB of our own 
spiritual vision corrected. 
Fairplay, Md. 


Hiding Among the Trees. 


BY EDWARD MASON. 

Ailuni ami his wife hid themselves from the presence or the 
Lord amongst the trees of the garden. Genesis 3:8, 

This was one of the results of sin. Adam and 
Eve no longer sought God. They had allowed 
themselves to be carried away from the path of 
rectitude, and there was a separation between God 
and man. God cannot endure sin. This brings 
about separation. Thia seemed to be the great ob- 
ject of Satan and it was accomplished. 

This circumstance in the early history of the 
world teaches us some very practical lessons for to- 
day. Human nature in all ages of the world is the 
same. And history is all the time repeating itsolf. 
We see in the experience of our ft rat parents the 
very principles that we have to contend with. 
What they endured — the temptations, form of ap- 
proach or evil, the effect* of the temptation upon 
the feelings, the result of this ain upon the heart 
and conscience and life, is just what every indi- 
vidual after the commitment of wrong experiences. 
We can thus learn much by analyzing the temp- 
tation, sin and its result upon the heart and life of 
our first parents. 

We will first notice the gradual development of 
sin. Adam and Eve hid themselves. They did 
not defy God as Satan would have them do, and 
he suggested by his bold contradiction of the word 
of God, They had not yet lost all of the finer 
qualities of their nature which are the result of in- 
nocence. 

So we find that there still remained in them a 
sense of shame. They remembered the goodness 
and affability of the Lord. While they held daily 
communion with Him, they felt a confidence and 
happiness that only belongs to innocence. Now 
they had disobeyed the Lord and it is no wonder 
that shame caused them to hide themselves. 

We notice too that they yet had a regard for 
their Lord and Creator. They did not disobey 
the Lord because they hated Him. ' The very fact 
of the existence of shame in their heart showed 
their regard for the Lord. They knew that they 
had offended Him, and that they deserved His an- 
jger. When we look upon our own feelings, when 


